St. George Melkite Catholic Parish in Zababdeh, Holy Land

Information
DESCRIPTION OF PARISH:  ST. GEORGE PARISH
St. George Melkite Greek Catholic Parish is a Church within the Melkite Greek Catholic Church, which is an Eastern Byzantine Catholic Church.  Melkites are:
· The descents of the original Church of Antioch 
"... and it was at Antioch that the disciples were first called Christians." 
(Acts 11:26) 

· In Ecclesiastical Communion with the Holy See of Rome
Melkites recognize the Holy See of Rome and that direct successor of the Apostles Peter "in the primacy". 
St. George Parish is the Northern Melkite Greek Catholic Church in the West Bank.  This Melkite Parish serves the people in the surrounding cities and villages, including Jenin.  

St. George Parish has one priest, Abouna Firas Boutros Khoury Diab.  Within Zababdeh, the parish members, the “Living Stones", include approximately 350 people (about 120 adults and about 230 children) in about 65 households. Some members live in neighboring cities and towns.  This Parish is over 120 years old.  The current Church building was built in the 1880's and does not hold all the people who attend the services.  During Sunday Divine Liturgy, many people must stand outside this building.  
The Mission of St. George Melkite Greek Catholic Parish is to serve the Melkite Community in the Northern West Bank: spiritually, socially, mentally, physically, and economically.  Spiritually: To enable each person to go to heaven, to facilitate each person's spiritual growth, and to assist each person to attend Liturgies.  Socially: To strengthen the community, to make the community more approachable, and to expand the community.  Mentally: To increase the educational opportunities of each person, to encourage each person's mental growth, and to keep each person in school.  Physically: To reduce malnutrition, to increase medical care, and to improve people's health.  Economically: To reduce the very high rate of unemployment and underemployment, to provide jobs, and to increase income.
To accomplish this Mission, the pastor of St. George Church, Abouna Firas Khoury Diab, implemented the following items.  The Spiritual Mission is implemented by celebrating Liturgies, providing religious education, and building a new church.  The Social Mission is implemented by meeting with Abouna, providing the Saint Prophet Elijah (Mar Elias) Community Park, and hosting events.  The Mental Mission is implemented by providing Saint Ann (Al-Qiddissah Hannah) Kindergarten, operating an "Adopt a Child" Program, and teaching religious education.  The Physical Mission is implemented by giving free food, by paying for medical treatment, and by providing Saint Prophet Elijah (Mar Elias) Community Park.  The Economic Mission is implemented by establishing a school and a park, creating employment projects, and operating an "Adopt a Child" Program.  These Employment Projects are the Candle Project, the Embroidery Project, the Incense Project, the Olive Oil Project, the Olive Oil Soap Bar Project, the Olive Wood Project, the Sewing Project, and the Tourist Project.  
St. George (Mar Giries) Parish is located in Zababdeh, Palestine National Authority.  Zababdeh is the only Christian majority city in the Northern West Bank.  The Christian Churches are Anglican, Catholic Latin, Catholic Melkite, and Greek Orthodox.  These Christian churches cooperate with each other.  The closest Melkite parish in the West Bank is to the South in the city of Nablus.  Zababdeh is located North of the city of Nablus and South of the city of Jenin in the Northern West Bank.  Zababdeh dates back to Roman times and is a small agricultural population center.  

The patron saint of this Church is Holy Great-Martyr George (Mar Giries) the Triumphant.  Holy Great-Martyr George was a Christian Roman Army leader, who showed great courage and converted many people.  The tradition is that he was martyred in the local area.  Information about Holy Great-Martyr George is available at http://www.stgeorgeinzababdeh.com/martyrgeorge.shtml
This Parish is part of the Eparchy of Akka, Haifa, Nazareth, and All of Galilee.  Then, the headquarters of the Eparchy is located in Israel, but this Parish is located in the Palestine National Authority.  
Due to its difficult geographical and political situation, the Melkite hierarchy has not been able to give appropriate attention to the needs of the St. George Parish.  Additionally, this situation means that the priest and the people cannot participate in Liturgical Services and events within their Eparchy.  Within this Eparchy, St. George Parish is the only parish located in the Palestine National Authority.  For years, the idea of transferring St. George Parish to the Patriarchal See of Jerusalem has been discussed, but the Patriarchal See has not made an effort to accept this Parish.  

St. George Parish has been ignored by the world due to its isolated location.  The world has had little knowledge of the situation in the small population centers in Northern West Bank due to communication and transportation difficulties.  
To learn more about St. George Parish, please visit the Web site at http://www.stgeorgeinzababdeh.com/.
VIDEOS
Additionally, please visit Without a Map: Life in the West Bank Web site and the YouTube Web site to view the following videos.
Without A Map "publishes cultural pieces about the West Bank written by Cat Rabenstine and Palestinian contributors and links to interesting articles and videos about Israel/Palestine."
Without a Map: Life in the West Bank - General Information

· Slowly boiling olive oil, a lesson about religion and 9 hours traveling, http://www.withoutamap.org/?p=174 

· Zababdeh in photos, http://www.withoutamap.org/?p=140 

· Get your hands dirty in Zababdeh, http://www.withoutamap.org/?p=88 

· Experience the Holy Land with the living stones, http://www.withoutamap.org/?p=59 

Without a Map: Life in the West Bank - Olive Oil Soap Project

· Olive oil soap: how it’s made and why it’s great, http://www.withoutamap.org/?p=178/?p=59 

Without a Map: Life in the West Bank - Sewing Project

· Sweatshop in Zababdeh only choice for some women, http://www.withoutamap.org/?p=178/?p=59 

YouTube
YouTube - General Information

· Living Stones - the forgotten Palestinian Christians, http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dnMMMnhX558 

· Welcome to St. George Church in Zababdeh, http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JlPQ3hNx494 

· Zababdeh in photos, http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jZiRrOulT_0 

YouTube - Feast of Holy and Glorious Shaneeneh (Palm Sunday) in 2011 at St. George Melkite Greek Catholic Church

· St. George on Palm Sunday, http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JiMW-q2rHMw 

YouTube - Olive Oil Soap Project

· Olive oil soap: how it's made and why it's great, http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EKmw_jMkNQw 

YouTube - Sewing Project

· Zababdeh Sewing Project, http://www.youtube.com/user/Crabens#p/a/u/2/ryFYz-EGVGU 

YouTube - Zababdeh 3

· Zababdeh 3 , http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2tK1bIa-pA8 

About 4:30, Abouna Firas Khoury Diab with a younger sister can be seen running in front of the camera.  (Abouna is about 16 / 17 years old.)  This begins the Melkite section. The next priest is Abouna Firas' grandfather, Abouna Stephanos (Stephen) Khoury Diab, with his wife, who is Abouna Firas' grandmother, and their daughter-in-law, who is Abouna Firas' mother.  Abouna Stephanos talks.  Abouna Stephanos talks.  Abouna's words can be translated as "I have served my Lord, Jesus Christ, for 53 years."  From the mid 1930s to 1985, Abouna Stephanos (Stephen) Khoury Diab was the pastor of St. George Parish.  For over fifty years, he was a faithful village priest to his people. The Melkite section ends about 5:30.  (The story behind this video is that in about 1983, the Latin Catholic Abouna / priest was given a video camera.  He shot familiar people and places to learn how to use the camera.) 
PEOPLE
These people are associated with St. George Parish.
1. Abouna Firas Boutros Khoury Diab, Pastor of St. George Parish
Abouna Firas Boutros Khoury Diab, the pastor of St. George Parish in Zababdeh, is a Melkite Greek Catholic priest.  The pastor’s given name is Firas Boutros Diab.  The Arabic word “Abouna” or "Abuna" means “Our Father” and is a title for a Catholic priest.  The Arabic word "Khoury" or "Khouri" means “The Priest” and is a title for a Catholic priest.  Priests add the title “Abouna” prior to their first name and they add the title "Khoury" prior to their family name.  Then, the English translation of the phrase “Abouna Firas Boutros Khoury Diab” is “Our Reverend Father Firas Boutros The Priest Diab”. 

Further, Arabic Melkite Catholic priests are usually informally addressed and referred to as "Abouna" without the priest's given name.  If in a situation, the word "Abouna" can refer to more than one priest, then "Abouna first name" is used.  Additionally, if in a situation, the words "Abouna first name" can refer to more than one priest, then "Abouna first name last name" is used.  Priests are not called "Abouna last name" or "Father last name".  The formal written title is "Abouna first name last name" or "Reverend Father first name last name".

Abouna Firas was born in Zababdeh and is the grandson of the previous Melkite Greek Catholic Pastor, Abouna Stephanos (Stephen) Khoury Diab.   Abouna grew up with the dream of serving as pastor in his grandfather’s parish.
Abouna Firas Khoury Diab attended Holy Savior Seminary in Beit Sahour, Palestine National Authority.  He entered this Seminary at the age of 14.  He studied two (2) years of Philosophy and four (4) years of Theology.  He finished his studies in 1994.
On August 31, 2002, Abouna Firas Boutros Khoury Diab was ordained a Deacon by His Excellency, Archbishop Boutros Al- Mouallem.  Sayedna Boutros, the Archbishop Akka, Haifa, Nazareth and All of Galilee, presided at the Ordination Divine Liturgy at Visitation Latin Catholic Church in Zababdeh.
On December 14, 2002, Abouna Firas Boutros Khoury Diab was ordained a Priest by the same Sayedna at the same church in Zababdeh.
Abouna Firas Khoury Diab is a married priest.  His wife has the title of Khoureeyeh (The Priest’s Wife).  Abouna Firas and his Khoureeyeh, Doris, have several children.  Abouna Firas was a husband and a father prior to his ordination as a Deacon.

Abouna Firas and his Khoureeyeh are wonderful, gracious hosts. They speak, read, and write English. Abouna, his Khoureeyeh, and their children live in the priest residence, "The Convent", which is located in the same building as the Church and the Kindergarten.  
Now is a short history lesson.  After this parish was established in the 1880’s, (over 120 years ago), the decision was to first build a priest house with the “big room” as the church and to later build the church.  The priest house was built with the “big room” “temporarily” as the Church.  The “big room” of the residence is still the Church because Church has never been built.

In 2011, on most Sundays, St. George Church is overflowing.  During Christmas Day Divine Liturgy, St. George Church was overflowing with many people outside.  Later, Abouna Firas learned that some people did not come to the Nativity church service because they thought that that they would probably have to stand outside.  

For this reason, Abouna Firas received permission in 2011 from Sayedna Elias Chachour to build a church.  This church will be the first church for St. George Parish.  
Abouna Firas is the only employee of St. George Parish.  Then, he handles all Parish matters.
To learn more about Abouna Firas, please visit his Facebook site,

http://www.facebook.com/home.php#/profile.php?id=1032421184
Contact Information

Abouna Firas can be contacted by e-mail, Internet video conference, and by telephone.

E-mail Address: Abouna Firas Boutros Khoury Diab, cure_zab@yahoo.com
Internet video conference

· Skype: Skype Name: firas_khoury2002, by e-mail please agree on a date and a time for a Skype Video Call
· Yahoo Messenger: Yahoo name: firas_khoury2002, by e-mail please agree on a date and a time for a Yahoo Messenger Video Call
Telephone access: 
· Telephone numbers
· Church / Home number is 2510894

· From other countries: 011.970.4.2510894
(Code 970 is for Palestine National Authority and code 972 is for Israel.  Both codes will work.)
· From Jerusalem and Bethlehem: 04.2510894

· Cell / Mobile number is 059789282
· From other countries: 011.970.59789282 (do not dial the area code and the 0)

(Code 970 is for Palestine National Authority and code 972 is for Israel.  Both codes will work.)
· From Jerusalem and Bethlehem: 059789282 (do not dial the area code and the 0)
· Telephone companies that can be used to call: 

· Noblecom, regular telephone, http://www.nobelcom.com/
· Skype, internet telephone and regular telephone http://www.skype.com/
· Starfone, regular telephone, http://www.starfone.net/
Time to Internet video or to call: 

· The best time to call Abouna Firas 
· 7 – 12 p.m. in Zababdeh Time Zone.  
· 8 a.m. – 7 p.m. in Zababdeh Time Zone.  Sometimes, Abouna is home. However, he is often gone.
· 6 – 7:30 a.m. in Zababdeh Time Zone.  Abouna is home.  However, this time slot is a very busy time for him.

· Zababdeh’s Time Zone is Greenwich Mean Time (GMT) plus 2 hours 

The Pacific Time Zone in the United States of America is (GMT minus 8 hours).  

· Zababdeh is 10 hours ahead of Pacific Time in the U.S.

· The Pacific Time Zone in the U.S. is10 hours behind Zababdeh Time Zone 
· Examples of corresponding times when both Zababdeh and the Pacific States of The United States of America are on Standard Time or Daylight Savings Time

·  2 a.m. Pacific Time is 12 noon Zababdeh Time 
· 12 noon Pacific Time is 10 p.m. Zababdeh Time
· 2 p.m. Pacific Time is 12 midnight Zababdeh Time
· 12 midnight Pacific Time is 10 a.m. the next day Zababdeh Time
Mail access:
· The church has no street address and no post office box for mail delivery. 
· St. George Church is located on the main street in Zababdeh.

Shipment access:
· Packages can be shipped via Aramex and its American partner United Parcel Service (UPS).
· Aramex has offices in New York, New York, U.S. and in Jenin, Palestine National Authority
· The contents and the custom forms of all packages must be approved by three governments: American, Israeli, and Jordanian.

2. Martha Liles, American member of St. George Parish

One member of St. George Parish lives in the United States of America, Martha Liles.  Martha is willing to be contacted by telephone, by fax and by e-mail (mliles@mliles.com) to discuss St. George Parish and to help resolve issues related to American concerns and items.  


Martha Liles cannot make decisions regarding St. George Parish.  Only the priest, Abouna Firas, can make the decisions.  However, Martha can discuss concerns and items by with Abouna Firas to try to reach a positive conclusion.

HISTORY OF ST. GEORGE PARISH
For over 120 years, a small, faithful Melkite community has worshiped in St. George Church.  This Church was built in the 1880's.  

Abouna Stephanos (Stephen) Khoury Diab

In the mid 1930s, Abouna Stephanos (Stephen) Khoury Diab, a Zababdeh native, became the priest of St. George Parish.  For about fifty years, Abouna Stephen labored faithfully with little resources from his poor congregation and from the Melkite hierarchy.  During the last several years of his life, Abouna Stephanos was unable to stand.  Then, he could not celebrate Liturgical Services and visit his people.  Abouna Stephanos died in 1985.

St. George Parish closed

In 1985, St. George Parish closed.  The reason was that Abouna Stephanos died and no priest was assigned to this parish.  
From 1985 to 2002, St. George Parish was closed.  The church building and the land deteriorated and fell into great disrepair.

Abouna Firas Boutros Khoury Diab

Abouna Firas Boutros Khoury Diab was born and raised in Zababdeh.  Abouna Firas is the grandson of Abouna Stephanos.  Abouna Firas grew up with the dream of serving as pastor in his grandfather’s parish.  
In 2002, St. George Parish reopened.  The reason was that Abouna Firas Boutros Khoury Diab was assigned to this parish immediately after his ordination to the office of priest on December 14, 2002.  

On 27 April 2003, the Sunday following Pascha (Easter), Abouna Firas celebrated Divine Liturgy (Mass) in St. George Melkite Greek Catholic Church for the first time in seventeen years.  Abouna Firas has been restoring and rebuilding the parish.  

Abouna Firas sees a three-fold renewal ministry: the renewal of the church buildings, of the congregation, and of the hearts of the people in faithfulness.  Through activities such as choir and Bible Study, as well as projects that would benefit the city of Zababdeh at large, Abouna Firas is trying to instill a new spirit of hope.  St. George Church's location along the main road gives it an advantage for reaching out to the community at large.  

DESCRIPTION OF THE CITY OF ZABEBDEH

Some of this information is from the City of Zababdeh’s Web site at http://www.zababdeh.com/
1. LOCATION AND HISTORY:

Zababdeh or Zababida (Arabic: الزبابدة‎) is a Palestinian town in the northern West Bank of the Holy Land.  Zababdeh is located 15 km southeast of Jenin and North of the city of Nablus.  Its jurisdiction consists of 5,719 dunams of land, three-fifths being covered with olive and fig groves.  

Zababdeh dates back to Roman times.  The city lies on ruins of a “Via Romana” ("Roman Way"), which was a Roman travel route during the time of Jesus Christ.  Christians have lived in Zababdeh since at least the third century.  In this area, there are possible the fifth century ruins.  In the mid 1800's, the modern city of Zababdeh was reestablished by Christians who originally came from Al-Taibeh near Ramallah 

Christian Pilgrimage Sites:  

There are several Christian Pilgrimage Sites.  The Latin Catholic Church, Visitation, was built on the site believed to have been where The Theotokos, the Virgin Mary, and Saint Elizabeth met after the Annunciation.  (Luke 1:39-56)  Burqin (Pirqeen) is believed to be the location where Our Lord, God and Savior, Jesus Christ cured the ten leapers.  (Lk 17:11-19)  Nablus (Nablous) is believed to be the location where Our Lord, God and Savior, Jesus Christ met the Samarian woman and asked her for a drink of water.  (Jn. 4:5-30).

2. POPULATION:  

According to the Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics 2007 census, there were 3,665 residents in the City of Zababdeh.  It is estimated that roughly two-thirds are Christians.

Zababdeh is a small agricultural population center.  Some residents work as professionals, some own small stores, some work in trades, some grow plants, and some tend animals.  The majority of the people are unskilled.  

3. RELIGION:  

The modern day city of Zababdeh was established as a Christian village.  In 1996, there were 3,586 persons in the City of Zababdeh and there were 2,251 Christians.  It is estimated that roughly two-thirds of the population are Christians.
Zababdeh is the only majority Christian city in the Northern West Bank.  The Christian Churches are Anglican, Catholic Latin, Catholic Melkite, and Greek Orthodox.  

Since 1996, the number of people in Zababdeh has increased and percentage of Christians has decreased.  Non-Christians are moving into the city and some Christians have converted to Islam.  Additionally, Christians are moving South to areas, in which there is a higher Christian population. 
4. SCHOOLS:  

Elementary / High Schools

Within Zababdeh, the three elementary / high schools are The Latin Patriarchate School, the Government School for females, and the Government School for males.  Then, within Zababdeh, all boys attend either The Latin Patriarchate School or the government school for boys and all girls attend either The Latin Patriarchate School or the government school for girls.  The Latin Patriarchate School provides a good Latin Catholic religious education and a good general education.  The two gender specific government schools provide Islam religious education and an acceptable general education.
Most of the Melkite Catholic children attend school in Zababdeh.  Some Melkite Catholic children attend The Latin Patriarchate School and some Melkite children attend the appropriate gender Government School.  A few Melkite children attend a school in another city such as the technical/vocational high school in Jenin.  Additionally, some Melkite adults teach at The Latin Patriarchate School and some Melkite adults teach at a gender Government School.

In addition, the nearby collages / universities are The Arabic American University of Jenin and The College of Naim Khader for Agriculture.  

Adopt-A-Child Program
The Adopt-A-Child Program helps many children enrolled in The Latin Patriarchate School, the unisex Government Schools, and St. Ann Kindergarten.  The Adopt-A-Child program pays for school fees and supplies so that these children can continue to attend school and can complete their school work.  Outside of school, these children attend weekly Divine Liturgy, Eastern Christian Formation (Sunday school), and parish social activities.  These children are the future. 
Some of the parents of the Melkite children, who attend The Latin Patriarchate School, cannot afford to continue to pay for the school fees and supplies.  For example, in January 2005, during the school day, five Melkite students were told to leave The Latin Patriarchate School because their school fees had not been paid.  This action meant that the children must attend the appropriate Government School in Zababdeh, a school in a nearby city, or a school in a distant city.  Therefore, Abouna Firas Boutros Khoury Diab arranged with the Latin Catholic priest for Abouna Firas to pay these children’s school fees.  Then, these students were permitted to return to school.  Another example is that during September 2006, Abouna Firas borrowed $1,000 to pay for the school fees and supplies of students at The Latin Patriarchate School.  
Now, Abouna Firas Boutros Khoury Diab pays for some or all of the school fees and supplies of a significant number of the Melkite children at The Latin Patriarchate School.  Then, it is a continuous struggle to keep the Melkite children in The Latin Patriarchate School.

How does Abouna Firas obtain the money to pay for the school fees and supplies of The Latin Patriarchate School for a significant number of Melkite children?  

One solution is the Adopt a Child Program sponsored by Abouna James Babcock, the pastor, at Holy Cross Melkite-Greek Catholic Parish, 451 W. Madison Ave., Placentia, CA 92870, Telephone 714-985-1710, Fax 714-985-1765, hcmelkite@holycrossmelkite.org, http://www.holycrossmelkite.org/  

More information about this "Adopt a Child" is available at

http://www.stgeorgeinzababdeh.com/donationinstructionschildholycross.shtml
However, this solution is not generating enough money to pay the school fees and supplies of all the needy Melkite children.  
Saint Ann Preschool / Kindergarten 

Saint Ann (Al-Qiddissah Hannah) Kindergarten is a Preschool for Christian and Muslim boys and girls from 1 month to 5 years. Enrollment is not based on gender or religion. The Jenin Governorate's Department of Education gave a License for Saint Ann Kindergarten on Tuesday, August 16, 2011.

Enrollment
During the 2011-2012 school year, Saint Ann (Al-Qiddissah Hannah) Kindergarten has a stable enrollment of five (5) part-time children. All these children were enrolled in the 2010-2012 school year. These children range in age from two (2) years old to four (4) years old. These children include four girls and one boy. Three of these children are Christian and two of these children are Muslim. The two Muslim children are siblings and their mother works for the St. George Church Sewing Project. Currently, Saint Ann Kindergarten has one (1) female teacher. The other female teacher was let go in November, 2011 due to the reduced enrollment. These teachers are college graduates. They care for and teach the children.

After the first several weeks of the 2010-2011 school year, Saint Ann (Al-Qiddissah Hannah) Kindergarten had a stable enrollment of fourteen (14) children. In June 2011, these children ranged in age from ten (10) months to four (4) years old.  These children included eight (8) girls and six (6) boys.  Ten (10) of these children were Christian and two (2) of these children were Muslim.  Additionally, Saint Ann Kindergarten had two (2) female teachers.  These teachers are college graduates.  They care for and teach the children.

Building and Playground

Saint Ann Kindergarten includes a building with one large playroom, two small rooms (one for sleeping), a kitchen area, three bathrooms, and a storage area.  The Kitchen Area has a sink, a refrigerator, a microwave, an electric oven, and an electric water heater.  The bathrooms have a sink, a toilet, and a shower.  Additionally, St. Ann Kindergarten includes a fenced-in preschool Play Area.

Value

These children are enrolled in Saint Ann Kindergarten because their mothers must be employed outside their homes in order to be able to feed and clothe their children.  Most of these mothers work as teachers and support staff in schools and as support staff in hospitals.  These mothers are grateful that their children are in a safe, quality environment when their families are unable to care for these children.

Patron Saint

On Tuesday, August 24, 2010, Saint George Melkite Greek Catholic Parish blessed and opened Saint Ann (Al-Qiddissah Hannah) Kindergarten.  The patron saint of this School is Saint Ann (Al-Qiddissah Hannah).  The Ancestor of Christ, Ann is the mother of The Theotokos, the Blessed Virgin Mary, and is the grandmother according to the flesh of Our Lord, God, and Savior Jesus Christ.  Saint Ann lived locally, in Nazareth and in Jerusalem.  Information about Saint Ann (Al-Qiddissah Hannah), is available at http://www.stgeorgeinzababdeh.com/stann.shtml
More information about Saint Ann Preschool / Kindergarten /Senior Center is available at http://www.stgeorgeinzababdeh.com/school.shtml
5. ECONOMY: 

The average Zababdeh family has six members.  The average family income is less than 800 NIS per month ($170 U.S.).  Many families are living on less than $2 per day.  Further, the economy is becoming shrinking.    

Zababdeh is a poor agricultural city.  Zababdeh has a very high unemployment rate / underemployment rate and the remaining small businesses are barely breaking even.  The people need money for food, drink, clothing, medicine, housing, etc.

The economy is shrinking.  A shrinking economy means less money is in circulation, which means fewer jobs, fewer food, fewer goods, fewer construction projects, etc.  Then, the number of poor people is increasing.  The number of people, who cannot afford to pay for nourishment, medical needs, clothes, housing, and schooling, is increasing.  A significant percentage of people have malnutrition and / or are ill or in fragile health.  A significant percentage of people have very few changes of clothes.  A significant percentage lives in crowd conditions in extended family homes.  A significant percentage of people are not continuing their education.  These people have a hard time in praying, thinking, learning, and working. 

This situation is especially hard on the children.  A generation of children is growing up without proper nutrition and medical care.  A generation of children is growing up in inappropriate sizes of clothes and has few changes of clothes.  A generation of children is growing up in very crowd homes.  Then, these children have hard time learning in school.  After graduation, they will have a hard time obtaining employment and supporting a family.  Then, the cycle of poverty will continue.  

To reduce the number of poor people, the economy must expand.  Money must come into Zababdeh.  However, there are limits on how money can come into Zababdeh.

The reasons are the following.  There are no financial institutions (bank, Western Union, etc) or shipment companies (UPS, DHL, etc) in this city.  Additionally, there are no institutions of higher learning or major medical facilities.  The closest are in Jenin.  However, traveling to Jenin to meet basic needs is expensive and time consuming.  Additionally, often roadblocks make this trip impossible for a time period ranging from several hours to several weeks. 

In addition, the telephone landlines are in poor condition.  Then, the reliable method to talk via telephone outside the local area is by cell phone.

Shipment of items from the United States of America to Zababdeh
The lack of shipment companies has a great negative effect on sending items to Zababdeh.  Twice, attempts were made to ship items from the United States of America to Zababdeh.  One was successful and one was not successful.
In early 2005, an 11-pound package was sent successfully via Aramex and its American partner, United Parcel Service (UPS) to the Aramex office in Jenin.  The shipment time was long because over one month was needed to obtain American, Jordanian, and Israeli permission.  The cost was expensive because there are two costs.  One cost is the shipment cost and one cost is the fee to translate the justification letter from English to Hebrew.  This action must be perform even through English is one of Israel’s three official languages.  The shipment cost was a little over $300 American dollars.  The translation cost was $100 American dollars.

In Dec. 2005, several packages of clothes were unsuccessfully sent.  These clothes were shipped via the United States Postal Office / Israel Postal Office to the Mar Elias Educational Institutions (MEEI) in Ibillin, Israel.  The President of MEEI is His Excellency Sayedna / Sayidna / Archbishop Dr. Elias Chacour.  At that time, he was still an Abouna and was the Mentor Abouna for Abouna Firas Khoury Diab.  The clothes arrived in late Jan. 2006, which was after Hamas won the elections held in the Palestinian National Authority.  These clothes never arrived in Zababdeh.  For several years, Abouna Firas tried unsuccessfully to obtain permission for the clothes to travel from Ibillin to Zababdeh.

6. EMPLOYMENT: 

The unemployment rate is high.  The unemployment rate is about 60% - 70% in the West Bank.  Among the employed, many are underemployed.  Only a small percentage of the people have full-time, regularly paid employment

Within Zababdeh, the employment opportunities are very limited.  There are no large companies, factories, or higher institutions of learning.  The largest employer is the Latin Catholic School.  Further, the Israeli businesses, which employed people at tasks, such as sewing clothes, have closed.  Employment opportunities for most people, especially the unskilled or low educated people, are almost nonexistent.  
To obtain employment, some citizens have been forced to move to the larger Palestinian cities.  This action results in the economy shrinking more.  This action results in the number of Christians in this area decreasing.  
Additionally, transporting materials into Zababdeh to produce goods is time-consuming and expensive because of the roadblocks.  The reverse is also true.  Transporting finished products from Zababdeh to local markets is time-consuming and expensive because of the roadblocks 

Moreover, many people with jobs are not being paid or are being only partially paid.  An example is the employees of the Palestine National Authority.  These employees include city officials, school staff, health professionals, police officers, and fire fighters, etc.  It seems that the only employees, who are “usually” paid their full monthly salary, are the employees of the Christian churches.  

ABOUNA FIRAS KHOURY DIAB ESTABLISHED SEVERAL EMPLOYMENT PROJECTS. 

To reduce the very high rate of unemployment and underemployment, Abouna Firas Khoury Diab established several Employment Projects. 

Fair Trade Practices

These Employment Projects operate according to Fair Trade Practices. 

Employment in these Employment Projects is not based on gender, religion, marital status, or age.  These projects hire both males and females and both Christians and Muslims.  Females and males and Christians and Muslims work together in these projects.  
The Fair Trade Practices movement aims to build healthy, long-term relationships within the production chain for sustainable economic development.
Fair Trade Practices ensure that: 
· A fair price is paid to provide for the producer's living and family needs
· Safe working conditions
· Care for the environment
· Equal opportunity for women
· No child exploitation 
Further, the olive wood and the olive oil are purchased at a fair price from the local people.  This price is higher than local market price.  This fair price helps the local people to support their families and to buy new olive trees to plant in their land.

More information about the Fair Trade Practices is available at
http://www.stgeorgeinzababdeh.com/fairtrade.shtml
Candle Project

The goal of the Candle Project is to employ several women with part-time work to hand-make natural, organic, traditional Palestinian candles to be used during religious services in a Church.  
One type of natural, organic, handmade candle is produced.  Wax and perfume are mixed.  A 26 cm. rope is dipped 25 cm. into the wax / perfume mixture.  The materials are local, natural, and organic.  No chemicals are added.  No cooking / heating over a fire is done. 

Two women were employed part-time in the Candle Project.  Unfortunately, these candles did not find a market.  Now, this project is on hold until a market is found.
More information about the Candle Project is available at http://www.stgeorgeinzababdeh.com/candleproject.shtml.
Embroidery Project

The goal of the Embroidery Project is to employ several women with part-time work.  Some the women of the parish learned how to sew traditional Palestinian embroidery as girls.  
Several women were employed part-time in the Embroidery Project.  Unfortunately, these embroideries did not find a market.  Now, this project is on hold until a market is found.
More information about the Embroidery Project is available at http://www.stgeorgeinzababdeh.com/embroideryproject.shtml.
Incense Project

The goal of the Incense Project is to employ several men with part-time work to hand-make natural, organic incense to be used during religious services in a Church.  Two men are employed part-time in the Incense Project.
One type of natural, organic, handmade incense is produced.  Flowers, oil, and perfume are mixed, dried, and cut.  The incense is cut into 1,000 kilo blocks, 1/2 kilo (500 grams) blocks, and 100 grams blocks.  The incense blocks are placed into small wooden or plastic boxes.

The materials are local, natural, and organic.  No chemicals are added.  No cooking / heating over a fire is done. 

More information about the Incense Project is available at http://www.stgeorgeinzababdeh.com/candleproject.shtml.
Olive Oil Project

The goal of the Olive Oil Project is to employ several men and women with part-time work to hand-make natural, organic, traditional Palestinian Olive Oil.  Two men work part-time in the Olive Oil Project. 
Handmade natural, organic, extra virgin Olive Oil is produced.  The materials are local, natural, and organic.  No chemicals are added.  No cooking / heating over a fire is done.

More information about the Olive Oil Project is available at 

http://www.stgeorgeinzababdeh.com/oliveoilproject.shtml.

Olive Oil Soap Bar Project

The goal of the Olive Oil Soap Bar Project is to employ several men and women with part-time work to hand-make traditional Palestinian Olive Oil Soap Bars.  Two men and two women are employed part-time in the Olive Oil Soap Bar Project.  The men make the soap and the women pack the soap.
Two types of hand-made Olive Oil Soap Bars are produced.

· Extra Virgin Olive Oil Soap Bars that have no added chemicals.  This olive oil is organic.

· Normal Grade Olive Oil Soap Bars with chamomile

More information about the Olive Oil Soap Project is available at 

http://www.stgeorgeinzababdeh.com/soapproject.shtml.

Olive Wood Project

The goal of the Olive Wood Project is to employ several men and women with part-time work to hand-make Olive Wood products.  One family (a mother with two sons and two daughters) are employed part-time are employed part-time in the Olive Oil Soap Bar Project part-time in the Olive Wood Project.

Four types of hand-made Olive Wood products are produced.

· Chotki
· Crosses

· Nativity ornaments

· Rosaries
More information about the Olive Wood Project is available at http://www.stgeorgeinzababdeh.com/olivewoodproject.shtml.

Sewing Project

The goal of the Sewing Project is to employ many men and women with full-time work.  These people are given pieces of cut cloth for clothing.  They sew the pieces into clothes. These clothes include long-shelve shirts, t-shirts, trousers, dresses, shirts, and jackets.  The number of employees is limited by the number of sewing machines.  There are thirteen sewing machines. Then, there are usually thirteen women employed full-time in the Sewing Project.  All of the Women are Muslim, except for two Christians.  One of these women lives in a neighboring village and enrolled her two children in Saint Ann (Al-Qiddissah Hannah) Preschool / Kindergarten. 

The Sewing Project has contracts with companies in Israel.  The number of companies varies by the season and by popular demand for clothing items.  Currently, the Sewing Project has four (4) contacts.  

More information about the Sewing Project is available at http://www.stgeorgeinzababdeh.com/sewingproject.shtml.
Tourist Project

Please come and visit us.  Please read the Visitor Information. Thank you.
In 2010, St. George Parish was visited by about twenty tourist groups.  About ten American groups and about ten European groups visited.  Several European countries were represented, including Sweden, Germany, and Austria.
Christian Pilgrimage Sites

The Melkite Catholic Church established a Tourist Project to bring people from other countries to the churches in the Holy Land.  Then, the Melkite Catholic Church arranges for tourist groups to visit several Melkite parishes in the Holy Land.  The plan is for a tourist bus to visit St. George Parish about once per month.
Zababdeh lies on ruins of a “Via Romana” ("Roman Way"), which was a Roman travel route during the time of Jesus Christ.  

1. Visitation

Zababdeh is believed to be the location where The Theotokos, the Blessed Virgin Mary, and Saint Elizabeth met after the Annunciation.  After the Annunciation, The Theotokos went to visit her cousin, Saint Elizabeth.  (Luke 1:39-56)  

The Latin Catholic Church, Visitation, was built on the site believed to have been where The Theotokos, the Virgin Mary, and Saint Elizabeth met after the Annunciation.  The “Via Romana” between their homes went thru Zababdeh.  

2. Our Lord, God and Savior, Jesus Christ cured the ten leapers

Burqin (Pirqeen) is believed to be the location where Our Lord, God and Savior, Jesus Christ cured the ten lepers.  (Luke 17:11-19)

Within the cave over this well where the ten lepers were believed to be cured, St. George (Mar Giries) Church was built.  This Church is the third or the fourth oldest known church in the world.  Some people believe that construction of the church began under Emperor Saint Constantine and his mother, Saint Helena, in the 4th century.  Now, this Church is used by the Greek Orthodox community.

3. Jacob’s (Jacoub's) Well

Nablus (Nablous) is believed to be the location where Our Lord, God and Savior, Jesus Christ met the Samarian woman and asked her for a drink of water.  (John 4:5-30).  Some people believe that the well, from which the Samarian woman obtained the water, is the well used by Jacob (Jacoub).

Over this well, a church was built.  Some people believe that construction of the church began under Emperor Saint Constantine and his mother, Saint Helena, in the 4th century.  The church eventually became a Greek Orthodox Monastery.

Secular Tourism

The Palestinian National Authority has a Tourist Ministry.  Dr. Khuloud Daibes is the Tourism Minister. Dr. Daibes and Abouna Firas met in Dec. 2010.  Dr. Daibes is working with Tourism Ministers in many countries to encourage people to visit the people and the sites within the Palestine National Authority.  One country is Germany.  Dr. Daibes has contacts with a German tourist company to bring people to visit the Palestine National Authority.  Representatives of that company met with Abouna Firas in Zababdeh in Jan. 2011.  The plan is that this German tourist company will bring tourists to visit Zababdeh.

More information about the Tourist Project is available at 

http://www.stgeorgeinzababdeh.com/touristproject.shtml
Overview of the Projects
St. George Parish has tried to increase the income of its members by these projects.  However, these Projects have only been a limited success.  
· Locally:

· The local people lack the money to purchase them.  

· The tourists are very few in number.

· In Israel:

· The products cannot be sold by Palestinians because these Palestinian cannot obtain the necessary permission to travel there and to bring the products with them.  

· The Israeli company will want to make a reasonable profit.  If these items are sold at market prices, an Israeli company cannot make a reasonable profit from them.

· In the United States:

· The products cannot be sold because of laws.  Then, in the United States, donations must be given for these products.  

· The amount of the “Suggested Donation” must be high to cover the total cost of the item: materials, machines, labor, electricity, shipment, etc.  Then, the amount of the “Suggested Donation” is more than what a cost conscious person would be willing to donate for these products.  Therefore, the St. George Parish needs people who are willing to help this Parish, that is willing to give a higher than normal donation for these products.   

Saint Prophet Elijah (Mar Elias) Community Park

Saint Prophet Elijah (Mar Elias) Community Park includes youth facilities.  These facilities are open to Christian and Muslim youth of both genders from the age of 1 month to the age of 21 years.  Use of the youth facilities is not based on gender, marital status, or religion.

Saint Prophet Elijah (Mar Elias) Community Park includes a school age Play Area with a basketball court and a volleyball court, large open grounds, and St. Ann Kindergarten.  St. Ann Kindergarten includes a fenced-in preschool Play Area and a building with three recreational rooms (one room has a table tennis [ping pong]) table, three bathrooms, a kitchen area, and a storage area.  Then, in unfavorable weather and in darkness, the youth have access to indoor games.  Additionally, they have access to food, drink, and bathrooms.

During Winter 2011 - 2012, on a typical dry, warm day, about thirty five (35) to fifty (50) boys are playing basketball and table tennis (ping pong) and about ten (10) to fifteen (15) girls are playing volleyball.  Additionally, about five (5) to ten (10) families with young children come.  These women supervise their children, drink tea, and socialize.  Currently, all the families are Christian.  Muslim youth and families are welcome and are expected to come later.
During Summer 2011, usually, about twenty five (25) to forty (40) unaccompanied youth were in Saint Prophet Elijah (Mar Elias) Community Park.  Most of these youth ranged in age from twelve (12) years old to nineteen (19) years old.  Most of these youths were boys.  Some of the youths were girls.  Additionally, about twelve (12) to twenty (20) families with young children came to this Park.  Usually, they came on Friday and on Sunday, which are the holidays.  All the youth and families were Christian. 
Patron Saint
On Mon., June 6, 2011, the day that the schools closed for Summer 2011, Saint George Melkite Greek Catholic Parish opened Saint Prophet Elijah (Mar Elias) Community Park.  After the schools closed for summer recess, some children came directly from their school to the Saint Prophet Elijah (Mar Elias) Community Park.  Several days later, Saint Prophet Elijah (Mar Elias) Community Park was blessed.  The patron saint of this park is Saint Prophet Elijah (Mar Elias).  Holy Prophet Elijah the Thesbite (Mar Elias) was one of the great prophets in the Old Testament of the Bible.  Saint Prophet Elijah (Mar Elias) preached in the local area.  Information about Saint Prophet Elijah (Mar Elias), is available at http://www.stgeorgeinzababdeh.com/prophetelias.shtml
Value

Saint Prophet Elijah Community Park is the only park within the town of Zababdeh.  For the first time, these youth have a recreational facility.  Now, families can send an unaccompanied youth to a park and families can take young children to a park.  This park is a safe place for children.  This park has increased the activities available for youth and has improved their quality of life.  Parents are at ease with where their children are and what their children are doing.  Additionally, now, families with young children can meet and talk informally with other families with young children.  These women are enjoying drinking tea together.  
Hours

When school is out of session (Summer), Saint Prophet Elijah (Mar Elias) Community Park is opened from 5 p.m. to Sunset on Monday to Thursday and on Saturday; and from 12 noon to Sunset on Friday, Sunday, and legal holidays. When school is in session, Saint Prophet Elijah (Mar Elias) Community Park is opened from 2 p.m. to Sunset on Monday to Thursday and on Saturday; and from 12 noon to Sunset on Friday, Sunday, and legal holidays. (During the summer, due to the heat, many parents will not let their children out of their non-air-conditioned homes until about 5 or 6 pm.  Friday and Sunday are the weekend days in Zababdeh.) Then, the Saint Prophet Elijah (Mar Elias) Community Park is opened when St. Ann Kindergarten is closed for the day and when it is cool enough for the children to be outdoors. 
Three Step Plan

Step One is to use St. George’s biggest unused physical asset, the land, as a park; to use St. George’s biggest unused social asset, the adults, as volunteer care takers and supervisors of the youth; and to use St. George’s existing youth facilities, St. Ann Kindergarten and the school playground, as the core facilities.  (Abouna Firas thinks that he has the only swing set in Zababdeh.  Zabbabdeh does not have a park.)
St. George Parish is at Step One. 

Step Two is to purchase traditional indoor games for the youth and their adult supervisors, such as table tennis, billiards / pool, cards, dominoes, etc., and to build an outside Sport Court for Badminton, Basketball, Tennis, and Volleyball. 

For Step Three, Abouna Firas is considering several options.  These include an outdoor Sport Field that includes Soccer (which they call “Football”) and American Football; Tetherball, more playground equipment, and picnic equipment, such as picnic tables, umbrellas, and shade covering.

More information about Saint Prophet Elijah (Mar Elias) Community Park is available at http://www.stgeorgeinzababdeh.com/park.shtml
PHYSICALLY DIFFICULT AND FINANCIALLY EXPENSIVE FOR ST. GEORGE MELKITE GREEK CATHOLIC PARISH TO DO BUSINESS INSIDE AND OUTSIDE THE PALESTINIAN NATIONAL AUTHORITY

It is physically difficult and financially expensive for St. George Melkite Greek Catholic Parish to do business inside and outside the Palestinian National Authority.  The reason is that Zababdeh is a small, isolated, agricultural village in the Northern part of the Palestinian National Authority.  

This situation means the following: 

· Land telephone service is very unreliable.  Some International telephone companies have decided that a cell telephone, not a land telephone, is the basic home telephone and other international telephone companies will not even try to provide service.  

Then, it is extremely difficult to talk with Abouna Firas Khoury Diab on a telephone.

· The pastor, Abouna Firas Khoury Diab, does not have international telephone access.  

Then, possible clients outside of the Palestinian National Authority have to telephone Abouna Firas and pay for the call.
· The pastor, Abouna Firas Khoury Diab does not have a fax machine.  

Then, Abouna Firas cannot easily and cheaply send faxes.

· St. George Melkite Greek Catholic Church with its attached priest residence does not have a street name and number.  

Then, Abouna Firas cannot receive non-local mail or shipments at St. George Church.

· St. George Melkite Greek Catholic Church does not have a Post Office Box.  This town does not have Post Office Boxes and St. George Melkite Greek Catholic Church cannot afford a Post Office Box in Jenin, which has travel restrictions mentioned in a later bullet.

Then, Abouna Firas cannot receive non-local items at a Post Office.

· Abouna Firas Khoury Diab cannot mail or ship a non-local letter or package from his village.  

Then, to send an item, Abouna Firas has to have the time and money to travel and the money to send the item.
· For Abouna Firas Khoury Diab to mail a letter or a package to outside of the Palestine National Authority by Post Office mail or by a shipment company, he would have to travel to Ramallah, the capital city of the Palestine National Authority, and mail a letter or a package there.  Because of Israel checkpoints, this trip sometimes is impossible and other times can take all day to travel one way.  That means Abouna Firas Khoury Diab must stay overnight in Ramallah.  Sometimes, because of Israel checkpoints, it is impossible for Abouna Firas Khoury Diab to travel to Ramallah for one, two, or three weeks.  If Abouna Firas Khoury Diab did arrive in Ramallah and send the item by air, from past experience, this item would take about 2 weeks to arrive.  If Abouna Firas Khoury Diab did arrive in Ramallah and send the item by sea, from past experience, this letter or package would take about 2 months to arrive, if the letter or package did arrive.  One reason why the time is so long is that the letter or package needs Israeli and American governmental approval.  Some letters and packages do not arrive.  We do not know the reason why.  In addition, the postage is expensive.  

Then, to send an item, Abouna Firas has to have the time and money to travel and the money to send the item.

· There is no bank in Zabebdeh.  The closest bank is in Jenin.  The travel restrictions to Jenin are in the previous bullet point.

Then, Abouna Firas has to have the time and money to travel to the bank.

· The only staff of St. George Melkite Greek Catholic Parish is the pastor, Abouna Firas Khoury Diab.  Abouna Firas has pastor duties to perform.  

Then, Abouna Firas does not have the time, energy, skill, experience, or knowledge to begin, develop, and manage a business.  

· Abouna Firas Khoury Diab has limited command of oral and written English.  English is his only language in addition to Arabic.  

Then, Abouna Firas has difficulty in communicating with possible clients.

· Abouna Firas Khoury Diab does not have the resources (including money), knowledge, skill, etc to advertise the products.  

Then, Abouna Firas does not advertise the products.  
7. SOCIAL CONDITIONS:

Until recently, the majority of the people in Zababdeh belonged to one of the three main families.  Traditionally, families provide for their members.  However, now, often families are unable to provide for many of their members.

The social conditions are deteriorating.  The extend family is very important.  Many of the descents of the families that re-established the City of Zababdeh have stayed.  These families are stressed.  These people have suffered considerably from the military occupation, from the checkpoints preventing family reunions, and from a shrinking economy.  Additionally, some families are being broken by members moving to another area and to another country for employment.  Generally, the people in the best position to leave are the people with the most knowledge and skills.  Then, their leaving negatively affects their families and the City of Zababdeh.

Yara’s Poem

I am a little girl having dreams
I live in the Holy Land
and have a mother, father & brothers.

Trying to learn from life
wondering is there any place of love?
is there only hatred and killing?
I need to have freedom and hope.

I love people and they love me.
I care for others as they care for me.

I want to enjoy playing with my little toys
to go walking without fear and pray.

With a smile I care for my brothers
I like to dream of a better future
and I don't like killing or torture.

I love people everywhere
I dislike those who make war and fear
We can live in peace if we have wisdom and real love.

This poem was written by Yara, a female member of St. George Parish.  This poem was written in 2007 when Yara was 14 year-old.

This poem is on the St. George Parish Web site at

http://www.stgeorgeinzababdeh.com/childrenadoptyara.shtml
8. VOLUNTEER INFORMATION


Volunteers are needed in the following areas:

· Construction: Build, maintain, and repair buildings by physical labor and by donations 

· Adult Education: Teach business, computers, English, French, production, and most types of skills 

Beginning in 2008, volunteers have stayed and eaten at the College of Naim Khader for Agriculture in Zababdeh, which is a five-minute drive from St. George Church.  The daily cost is $50 American dollars a day.  Then, the room and board (food) for seven days would be $350 American dollars.  Volunteers are expected to pay for their travel expenses to and from Zababdeh and their living expenses in Zababdeh. 

More information about being a volunteering is available at 

http://www.stgeorgeinzababdeh.com/volunteers.shtml
Visitor Information
There is no street mailing address or Post Box Office mailing address for St. George Church (Mar Giries).  St. George is the Catholic Church on the main road.  Zababdeh is a small village with four Christian Churches: Melkite Catholic Church (Roum Catholic or L'Orphelinat Catholique), Latin Catholic Church, Greek Orthodox Church, and Anglican Church.  Additionally, each of the four Christian Churches only has one pastor / minister.  In the small village of Zababdeh, everyone knows where everyone lives so they think that there is no need for official street mailing addresses.  However, without a street mailing address or Post Box Office mailing address, no mail can be send from other countries to Abouna Firas and St. George Church and visitors can not use a street mailing address to locate St. George Church.  Then, to locate St. George Church, ask the people, “Where is Mar Giries, The Roum Catholic Church, L'Orphelinat Catholique, and / or Melkite Church located?” or “Where does Abouna Firas Khoury Diab live”.  
Abouna Firas Boutros Khoury Diab and his Khoureeyeh, Doris, and their children, live in the priest residence in the same building as the Church.  (The church and the residence have a connecting door between their adjoining wall.)  Abouna calls his residence by the English word of "Convent".  Abouna and his Khoureeyeh are wonderful, gracious hosts.  They speak, read, and write English.

If you wish to visit or stay in Zababdeh, you must reserve in advance.  Please contact Abouna Firas Boutros Khoury Diab and please discuss with him the dates on which you want to travel to and from Zababdeh.  
E-mail: cure_zab@yahoo.com
Land telephone for the Church / Home 2510894, from other countries including the U.S.: 011.970.4.2510894, from Jerusalem and Bethlehem:  04.2510894 (Code 970 is for Palestine National Authority and code 972 is for Israel.  Both codes will work.)
Cell / Mobile telephone for Abouna Firas Khoury Diab: 0599789282, from other countries including the U.S.:   011.970.599789282, (do not dial the area code and the 0), from Jerusalem and Bethlehem:  0599789282 (Code 970 is for Palestine National Authority and code 972 is for Israel.  Both codes will work.)

Please print several copies of the e-mail reservation / invitation for show to people.  Representatives of the Israeli government may ask you to show a reservation / invitation from Abouna Firas before they will permit you to visit Zababdeh.  
Travel between Zababdeh and Kalandia (Culandia) Checkpoint 

Abouna Firas will arrange for a shared taxi for you from the Kalandia (Culandia) Checkpoint to Zababdeh and from Zababdeh to the Kalandia (Culandia) Checkpoint.  He will give you an estimated time when the shared taxi will pick you up and a description of the taxi driver.  Please remember that is just an estimated time.  The shared taxi is operated by a friend of Abouna Firas, who has the legal licenses to operate a shared taxi.  The shared taxi travels to and from the Kalandia (Culandia) Checkpoint every workday morning and evening.  
From Zababdeh to the Kalandia (Culandia) Checkpoint

The Shared taxi leaves Zababdeh about 6 - 6:30 am, usually arrives in Ramallah about 7:30 – 9 am, and usually arrives at the Kalandia (Culandia) Checkpoint about 8:00 - 9:30 am.  The cost of the shared taxi is about NIS 40.  The Kalandia (Culandia) Checkpoint is about 20 minutes North of Jerusalem. 
From the Kalandia (Culandia) Checkpoint to Zababdeh

After you walk across the Kalandia (Culandia) Checkpoint, you will meet the shared taxi driver.  Because of road closures, checkpoints, etc., the time is very, very estimated.  So, have a cell / mobile telephone with the two SIM cards used in Global System for Mobile Communications so that the taxi driver and you can communicate.  (Use the appropriate SIM card within the corresponding area.)  Then, both you and the driver know where each other currently is, when you expect to be at the Kalandia (Culandia) Checkpoint, when you crossed the Checkpoint, where you are on the driver’s side of the Checkpoint, etc.  The Kalandia (Culandia) Checkpoint is very large and busy.  Then, it is difficult to find people.
Kalandia (Culandia) Checkpoint

You must walk across the Kalandia (Culandia) Checkpoint because public transportation cannot cross the Checkpoint.

Travel between the Kalandia (Culandia) Checkpoint and Damascus Gate in Jerusalem / Al Quds / The Holy One 
This trip can be by private taxi, shared taxi, or #18 bus.  The cost of the bus is about NIS 5.
Telephone System

In the Palestine National Authority, the probability of a connection to a cell / mobile telephone is much, much higher than the probability of a connection to a land telephone.  
It is important to remember that not all cell / mobile telephones are compatible.  They have different SIM cards used in Global System for Mobile Communications.  Then, the cell / mobile telephones, which work in the United States of America and in Israel, will not work in the Palestinian National Authority.  If you want to use a 
cell / mobile telephone in the Palestinian National Authority, please talk with your cell telephone provider about obtaining a cell phone with the proper SIM card, which will work in the Palestinian National Authority.  Some cell phones contain one card.  Some cell phones contain two SIM cards, one for United States of America and Israel, and one for the Palestinian National Authority.  Within the Palestinian National Authority, you can purchase a prepaid minute telephone, such as a basic Nokia phone, with an “orange card”.  Then, within the Palestinian National Authority, this cell telephone can make calls to and can receive calls from telephones within the Palestinian National Authority, Israel, and the United States of America.  However, within the United States of America, this telephone can NOT make calls to and can receive calls to another telephone within the United States of America.  When, the prepaid minutes become low, the person adds prepaid minutes.  Then, the person goes to a shop, buys a $20 or $50 prepaid telephone card, scratches off the covered code, and dials the code in to the phone.
Usually, calls are more expensive from and to a cell / mobile telephone.
To use a land pay telephone, it is much better to use a prepaid telephone card, than to put money into the telephone.  Some people think that it is best to purchase a prepaid telephone card when they arrive.

In case of an emergency, Abouna Firas’ cell / mobile telephone number is 0599789282 or 599789282.
More visitor information is available at 

http://www.stgeorgeinzababdeh.com/visit.shtml
DONATION INFORMATION

One method for money to come into Zababdeh is by donation.  

When you donate money to St. George Parish, you are:

· Feeding the hungry 

· Giving drink to the thirsty 

· Clothing the naked
· Sheltering the homeless

· Visiting the sick
When you give money to Abouna Firas Boutros Khoury Diab, the economy in Zababdeh grows.  A growing economy means more money is in circulation, which means more jobs, more food, more goods, more construction, etc.  Then, the number of poor people will decrease.  The number of people, who cannot afford to pay for nourishment, medical needs, clothes, housing, and schooling, will decrease.  Less people will have malnutrition and / or are ill or in fragile health.  Less people will have very few changes of clothes.  Less people will live in crowd conditions in extended family homes.  Less people will not continuing their education.  These people will have an easier time in praying, thinking, learning, and working. 

The situation of the children will improve.  Fewer children will grow up without proper nutrition and medical care.  Fewer children will grow up in inappropriate sizes of clothes and will have few changes of clothes.  Fewer children will grow up in very crowd homes.  Then, these children will have an easier time in learning in school.  After graduation, they will have an easier time obtaining employment and supporting a family.  Then, the cycle of poverty will be broken.  

When you give money to Abouna Firas Boutros Khoury Diab, the following actions result.

· He builds, maintains, or repairs a structure or he begins or expands a project.

· He hires workers.

· These people buy food, liquids, clothing, medicine, housing, etc. for their families and the suppliers stay in business.

· He purchases items for liturgical services and for the church.  He purchases building and project materials.

· He purchases from stores.  The stores stay in business.

· These people buy food, liquids, clothing, medicine, housing, etc. for their families and the suppliers stay in business.

More information about Donations is available at http://www.stgeorgeinzababdeh.com/donationinstructions.shtml
According to American law, it is legal to donate tax deductable money from the United States of America to St. George Melkite Greek Catholic Church via Holy Cross Melkite Greek Catholic Church.  This donation money is tax deductable because the donation check is made out to a Catholic Church located in the United States of America. 

When American banks transfer money from a bank account to a Bank Account within the Palestine National Authority, American banks must obey American laws.   Then, all American money, which is transferred to banks within the Palestine National Authority, is transferred via an American government approved transfer bank.  This bank checks if the person receiving the money has any terrorist connections.  No bank transfer to Abouna Firas Boutros Khoury Diab has been stopped. 
Abouna Firas  Khoury Diab, the pastor of St. George Church, has authorized Abouna / Rev. Father James Babcock, the Pastor of Holy Cross Melkite Greek Catholic Church,  and Martha Liles to collect donations and to send donations to St. George Church.
Abouna / Rev. Father James Babcock, the Pastor of Holy Cross Melkite Greek Catholic Church, collects money for St. George Melkite Greek Church in Zababdeh, Palestine National Authority.  All this money is placed in the "St. George Church" Program Fund in the bank account of Holy Cross Church.  Then, three to five times per year, Abouna / Rev. Father James Babcock transfers that money into the Bank Account of Martha Liles and Fr. James Babcock for St. George Church in an American bank in the United States of America. Usually, within one week, Martha Liles gives to the American bank the papers to transfer that money to the bank account for St. George Melkite Greek Church within the Palestinian National Authority., which is handled by Abouna Firas Khoury Diab.

There are no scheduled dates for these bank transfers.  The bank transfers are done when Abouna / Rev. Father James Babcock thinks that it is appropriate.  
The usual procedure is that Abouna / Rev. Father James Babcock and Martha Liles do not send the donor a receipt.  To obtain a receipt, the donor must ask for a receipt.
2. Material items:

According to American law, it is legal to ship material items from the United States of America to St. George Parish and to receive material items from St. George Parish in the United States of America.  

Additionally, material items shipped to St. George Parish can be an American tax-deductible donation.
PLANS TO BUILD SAINT GEORGE CHURCH
Saint George Melkite Greek Catholic Church plans to build a Church.  

After Saint George Parish was established in the 1880’s, (over 120 years ago), the decision was to first build a priest house with the “big room” as the church and to later build the church.  Then, “temporarily”, the “big room” of the priest house became the Church.  The “big room” of the priest house is still the Church because Church has never been built.

The current Church building is too small for the congregation.  During Sunday Divine Liturgy, many people must stand outside this building.  During the Christmas Day Divine Liturgy, St. George Church was overflowing with many people outside.  Later, Abouna Firas learned that some people did not come to the Nativity Divine Liturgy because they thought that that they would probably have to stand outside and they did not want to stand outside or were physically unable to stand outside.  

To enable all the people to be inside the Church building, Abouna Firas received permission in 2011 from Sayedna Elias Chachour to build a church.  This church will be the first church for St. George Parish.  
Additionally, in Dec. 2011, Abouna Firas discussed this planned church with the Apostolic Delegate to Jerusalem and Palestine and Apostolic Nuncio to Israel and Cyprus, Archbishop Antonio Franco.  Furthermore, in Jan. 2012, Abouna Firas discussed this planned church with the Bishops of the Holy Land Coordination during their visit to the Holy Land.
In 2011 and in 2012, Abouna Firas has discussed this planned church with a local architect who builds Greek Catholic / Byzantine Churches.  
Your support in building Saint George Melkite Greek Catholic Church would be greatly appreciated.  Your prayers and financial donations are welcome.
Thank you for reading this information.
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