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A Brief History of Holy Land Time
Chapter 1 Pilgrimage from Palestine to Petra 
by jane g. birchfield, Safi Said, & Janet Lahr Lewis
Our plane landed at Wilhelma Airport in Lydda in the British Mandate of Palestine. Not really, but that was the name and location from the 1930’s until July 1948 when during “Operation Danny” the town and airport were captured by the Israeli  Forces and renamed Lod International Airport. Today our ticket stubs say we have arrived at Ben Gurion International in Tel Aviv, Israel .
We were met by Janet Lahr Lewis, the United Methodist Global Ministries liason/missionary to Palestine . Our luggage was retrieved from the baggage carousel - nothing missing! - and we were safely loaded onto the bus headed for Mar Elias Educational Institute in the Palestinian village of Ibillin . Janet introduced us to our driver, Adel and our guide, Safi who began our introduction to the Holy Land .
Safi – “Lydda was an ancient coastal city mentioned in Egyptian writings of the conquests of Pharaoh Tuthmosis III in the 15th century B.C. as he marched to Gaza and eventually asserted his dominance over Palestine by the capture of 350 cities. He is best remembered for the Temple at Karnak .
“After coming from Egypt the Hebrews controlled the mountainous terrain while the Philistines, who were people of the sea, maintained control of the seacoast and valleys. It wasn’t until the time of King David that the Philistines were defeated and the Kingdom of Israel was established, lasting from 1000 B.C. to 928 B.C. when at the death of King Solomon Israel was divided into the northern and southern kingdoms, the north being Jeroboam and the south, the Kingdom of Judah.
“The southern kingdom laid claim to Jerusalem and built the first temple. Temples were built in the north in Dan and another in Bet El ( Bethel ), but there they were worshipping cows and not the God of Moses. 
“The Assyrians began making raids on the people of Israel and took them to other conquered territories launching the Diaspora of the 10 tribes of Israel . From there came the Samaritans, a mixture of other ethnic groups and the Hebrews. They were condemned by Judeans and regarded as an impure race. 
“In 586 B.C. the Kingdom of Judah was defeated by the Babylonians ( Iraq ) and the temple destroyed along with the Ark of the Covenant. Sixty years later the Hebrews received permission from Cyrus to build their second temple. The Samaritans wanted to help but were denied by the Hebrews. Zorobabel, the second temple and Holy of Holies was empty but retained its importance to the Jews for 200 years until it was destroyed by the Romans.
“In 300 B.C. the what is now the Holy Land was divided between the Ptolomys named for the Greek kings and Cleopatras, the Greek queens. In 160 B.C. when the rulers attempted the introduction of hedonism into their religious worship and wanted to change the name of Jerusalem to Antioch , the Macabees launched a revolt led by the sons of Simeon, Jonathan and Judah. The sons of the Macabees maintained control until 61 B.C. when the Romans gained control. In 4 B.C. Herod the Great was appointed by the Romans to be the King of Palestine . 
 
“For approximately 700 years to 638 A.D. the Romans ruled with a pagan hand as had the Greeks until they were conquered by Constantine and Helena marking the beginning of the Byzantine period. Constantine was the first emperor to introduce Christianity into the Roman empire . The Byzantines were consequently defeated by the Muslims but in 1095 Pope Elbin II( liberated )the Holy Sepulchre from the Muslim churches and rebuilt it conserving also the Byzantine churches that had preserved other holy sites.
“The Mamluks later deafeated the Crusaders who ran the coast controlling the cities of Akko, Haifa and Jaffa .”
 
[FYI per Wikipedia]
A mamluk (Arabic: مملوك (singular), مماليك (plural), "owned") was a slave soldier who converted to Islam and served the Muslim caliphs and the Ayyubid sultans from the 9th to the 16th centuries. They were mainly Kipchak Turks. While Mamluks were purchased, their status was above ordinary slaves, who were not allowed to carry weapons or perform certain tasks. Mamluks were considered to be “true lords,” with social status above freeborn Egyptians. Over time, they became a powerful military caste often defeating the Crusaders. On more than one occasion, they seized power for themselves; for example, ruling Jerusalem in the Mamluk Dynasty from 1250–1517.
 
 
	 
    From 1517-1917 Turkey 's Ottoman Empire controlled a vast Arab empire, a portion of which is today Lebanon , Syria , and Palestine.  During World War I (1914-1918), Turkey supported Germany . When Germany was defeated, so were the Turks. In 1916 control of the southern portion of their Ottoman Empire was "mandated" to France and Britain under the Sykes-Picot Agreement, which divided the Arab region into zones of influence. Lebanon and Syria were assigned (mandated) to France ... and " Palestine " (today's Jordan , Israel and "West Bank") was mandated to Great Britain .   
    


 
In the late 19th century, under the banner of a movement called Zionism Jews began to move into Palestine . At that time, the entire city of Jerusalem was contained in its tiny walled area and only had a few tens of thousands of inhabitants. Under the Zionists, collective farms, known as kibbutzim, were established, and cities were founded, such as Tel Aviv. 
Before World War I, the Middle East, including Palestine, had been under the control of the Ottoman Empire for nearly 500 years. During the closing years of their empire the Ottomans began to espouse their Turkish ethnic identity, asserting the primacy of Turks within the empire, leading to discrimination against the Arabs. The promise of liberation from the Ottomans led many Jews and Arabs to support the allied powers during World War I, leading to the emergence of widespread Arab nationalism.
In 1917, the British government issued the Balfour Declaration, which stated that the government viewed favorably "the establishment in Palestine of a national home for the Jewish people" but "that nothing shall be done which may prejudice the civil and religious rights of existing non-Jewish communities in Palestine ". The Declaration was issued as a result of the belief of key members of the government, including Prime Minister Lloyd George, that Jewish support was essential to winning the war; however, the declaration caused great disquiet in the Arab world. After the war, the area came under British rule as the British Mandate of Palestine. The area mandated to the British, included what is today Israel , Jordan , the West Bank and Gaza .
	    In 1923, the British divided the " Palestine " portion of the Ottoman Empire into two administrative districts.  Jews would be permitted only west of the Jordan river .  In effect, the British had "chopped off" 75% of the originally proposed Jewish Palestinian homeland to form an Arab Palestinian nation called Trans-Jordan (meaning "across the Jordan River "). This territory east of the Jordan River was given to Emir Abdullah (from Hejaz, now Saudi Arabia ) who was not even an Arab-"Palestinian!" This portion of Palestine was renamed Trans-Jordan. Trans-Jordan would again be renamed " Jordan " in 1946. In other words, the eastern 3/4 of Palestine would be renamed TWICE, in effect, erasing all connection to the name " Palestine !" 



 
By the 1920s, the Jewish and Arab populations had grown hostile to each other and acts of violence persisted from both sides of the conflict. European anti-semitism had spread to the Middle East, and there was great association with the upcoming Nazi movement in Germany .
Jewish immigration to Palestine increased. By 1931, seventeen percent of the population of Palestine were Jews, an increase of six percent since 1922. Jewish immigration increased soon after the Nazis came to power in Germany , causing the Jewish population in Palestine to double. 
Palestinian Arabs saw this rapid influx of Jewish immigrants as a threat to their homeland and their identity as a people. Moreover, Jewish policies of purchasing land and prohibiting the employment of Arabs in Jewish-owned industries and farms greatly angered the Palestinian Arab communities. Demonstrations were held as early as 1920, protesting what the Arabs felt were unfair preferences for the Jewish immigrants set forth by the British mandate that governed Palestine at the time. This resentment led to outbreaks of violence. 
In March 1920, a first violent incident occurred in Tel Hai, later that year riots broke out in Jerusalem . Winston Churchill's 1922 White Paper tried to reassure the Arab population by greatly reducing the number of Jewish immigrants to Palestine and denying that the creation of a Jewish state was the intention of the Balfour Declaration. 
These restrictions remained in place until the end of the mandate, a period which coincided with the Nazi Holocaust and the flight of Jewish refugees from Europe . As a consequence, most Jewish entrants to Palestine were illegal (see Aliyah Bet - bet being the second letter of the Hebrew alphabet - was the code name given to illegal immigration by Jews to Palestine in violation of British restrictions, in the years 1934-1948), causing further tensions in the region. 
Following several failed attempts to solve the problem( diplomatically), the British asked the newly formed United Nations for help. On 15 May 1947 the UN appointed a committee, the UNSCOP, composed of representatives from eleven states. To make the committee more neutral, none of the Great Powers were represented. After five weeks of in-country study, the commission recommended creating a partitioned state with separate territories for the Jews and the Arabs in Palestine . This "two state solution" was accepted with resolution 181 by the UN General Assembly in November 1947 by 33 votes to 13 with 10 abstentions. The Arab states, which constituted the Arab League, voted against. On the ground, Arab and Jewish Palestinians were fighting openly to control strategic positions in the region. Several major atrocities were committed by both sides.
In the months prior to the end of the Mandate the Haganah launched a number of offensives in which they gained control over all the territory allocated by the UN to the Jewish State, creating a large number of refugees and capturing the towns of Tiberias, Haifa, Safad, Beisan and, in effect, Jaffa.
On May 14, 1948, one day before the end of the British Mandate of Palestine, Israel declared its independence and sovereignty on the portion partitioned by UNSCOP for the Jewish state. The next day, the Arab League reiterated officially their opposition to the "two-state solution" in a letter to the UN. That day, the armies of Egypt, Lebanon, Syria, Jordan, and Iraq invaded the territory partitioned for the Arab state, thus starting the 1948 Arab-Israeli War. 
 
 
The 1948-49 Israeli War  was the creation of a Jewish State slightly larger than that which was proposed by the 1947 UN Resolution 181. What remained of that almost-created second Arab Palestinian State was gobbled up by (1) Egypt occupying the Gaza Strip and by (2) Trans-Jordan occupying Judea-Samaria or the West Bank of the Jordan River and Jerusalem . In the next year (1950) TransJordan formally merged this West Bank Territory into itself and granted all those “Palestinian”Arabs living there Jordanian citizenship. Since Trans-Jordan was then no longer confined to one side of the Jordan River, it renamed itself simply “ Jordan .” The conflict between Arab and Jew for Palestine would continue through four more wars.
 
The nascent Israeli   Force repulsed the Arab nations from part of the occupied territories, thus extending its borders beyond the original UNSCOP partition. By December 1948, Israel controlled most of the portion of Mandate Palestine west of the Jordan River. The remainder of the Mandate consisted of Jordan , the area that came to be called the West Bank (controlled by Jordan ), and the Gaza Strip (controlled by Egypt ). 
Prior to and during this conflict, 711,000 Palestinians Arabs fled their original lands to become Palestinian refugees, in part, due to an alleged promise from Arab leaders that they would be able to return when the war is won. Many Palestinians fled from the areas that are now present-day Israel as a response to massacres of Arab towns by militant and terrorist Jewish organizations like the Irgun and the Stern Gang.
Many historians speculate that these massacres took place with the intention of causing psychological distress amongst the Arab population, giving them ample reason and fear to flee their homes and surrounding areas. The War came to an end with the signing of the 1949 Armistice Agreements between Israel and each of its Arab neighbors. This 1949 armistice line, the so-called green line, is to this day the internationally-recognized border of the state of Israel . 
David Ben Gurion, Israel 's first Prime Minister, accepted the two state solution that the UN established in 1947, but Ben Gurion expressed in a letter to his wife:...a "partial" Jewish State was just a beginning, and [Ben Gurion] planned the organization of a powerful army, and the use of coercion or force to absorb all the country's extension. 
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  Israel  today + Jordan today  =  "Pal  estine"  Before 1923
In December 2009, Israel signaled that it was intending to build a further 700 settlements in East Jerusalem, a move criticized by the international community which views such settlements as illegal. The move was criticized by the United States as a "blow" to peaceful negotiations with the Palestinians. The Palestinian Authority has postponed future negotiations with Israel until Israel halts the construction of additional settlements on what the PA considers Palestinian territory. 
Safi – “I don’t know how it happened but it did and the Jews established their state. They took for themselves all of the most important cities in Palestine leaving millions of refugees within Palestine and in Lebanon . Before the war the Jews managed to buy up land – two million doloms (one dolom equals ¼ acre) and Tel Aviv was the first Jewish city to be built over Arab villages that they had destroyed in Palestine . 
“The city of Nazareth was conserved by the Arabs and has about 80,000 Palestinian residents who have revolted many times against the Israeli confiscation of our homes and land and still there is no peace. Now there are about 100 illegal Israeli settlements in the West Bank , the area designated for the Palestinians. And the Israelis continue erecting “the wall” (a monolithic structure of 40-foot high concrete slabs) to separate them from the Palestinians.”
Guy Ross - "How did Palestine get that name?"
Safi - "When the Arabs defeated the Romans in the 7th century they named it  Palestine but it was pronounced Phalastine (Philistine?) with the "f" sound since there is no letter "p" in Arabic."
Janet oriented us to Arabian life after we arrived at the Mar Elias guest house and reviewed a few important Arabic words like: “sho-krahn” – thank you; “yallah” – let’s go; “insh’Allah” – God willing; “nam” – yes; “lah” – no; “sabbahk al khair” – good morning and the reply- “sabbahk al noor”; “tie yeb” – okay; and water closet – bathroom.
Janet – “The United Methodist Church has Partner Projects over here and they do work with some Israeli programs such as the Sindyanna Program founded to promote industry for Israeli and Arabic women in the rural areas.
“The history of Palestine is being re-written for the Israelis because in 1998 the list was finally released of the Palestinian villages that were destroyed to build the city of Tel Aviv . Prior to that date the information was purposely locked away and was not taught in the schools.”
Micha Chacour, who is in charge of the Mar Elias campus arrived from Haifa to welcome us to Ibillin. He apologized for being late and joked that he was on “Arab time” (kind of like “island time” when you’re on vacation.)
