ALZABABDEH HISTORY 
2009-2010           



dating back to Roman times the village has still remains of mosaics and vestiges from the Byzantine period. From these discoveries Zababdeh proves to have been a very famous Christian center influencing the whole area. Destroyed in the 7th century due to recurring religious wars, the village remained unpopulated and undiscovered for over 10 centuries. It was until the 17th century until the new Zababdeh was founded. In addition to its history the entire region carries traces of Biblical and Christian history , Zababdeh lies near the Plain of Dothan, where Joseph was put into a cistern and sold by his brothers ( Genesis 37), also its not far from Burqin, the traditional side of Jesus healing of the 10 lepers , as he passed the borders of Samaria and the Galilee ( Luke 17:11). 



Zababdeh is a small village Jarrar Family owned its land , during the Turkish State regime. It was inhabited very long time ago, this can be noticed from the historical sites that still exist in the town. There is a mosaic found in various locations in the village especially in the Laten convent. The main old building found is called Al-Bobareya which means the castle in Turkish The location of this location is strategic because its in the middle of a transportation network connecting many villages together. 



The first group who inhabited Zababdeh came originally from Al-Taibeh near Rammallah, among them there was a man known as Daibes who lived in different places in the beginning and finally was given the Zababdeh area from the local tribe Jarrar , Daibes was accompanied by his mother and brother, Mohammed Sharqawi was a guard working for Jarrar family guided Daibes and family until they reached the village, Daibes could find a cave that he managed to convert it into a shelter for a while, this cave still exist till now, and its still known as Daibes cave. After Daibes, another group followed him from Al-Mghayyer village; they were Barham, Isayed, Theab and Jawwad. 



The first parish that was established in Zababdeh was the Orthodox Parish, it was established in 1874, it was followed by the Catholic Parish in 1883, evidences show that the first group who lived in Zababdeh came to Zababdeh near the year 1800, it is proven by the documents of priests who used to visit the village 


Location
Zababdeh is located in the Northern West Bank between Jenin and Nablus . It is part of Area A, those areas which are under the most civil authority by the Palestinian National Authority. Zababdeh buildings lies on 23 donum and owns about 5800 donum . 
From the Northen-West lies Qabatia village (7Km) 
From the North Lies Jenin City (13k)
From The Southern-Easrt lies Aqaba village and city of Toubas (8Km )
On the Northen-East lies the Arab American Univeristy (2Km 

Population
Zababdeh is one of the larger Villages with significant Christian populations in the north of the West Bank with 2,251 Christians out of 3500 citizen . 

The Christians here also show the variety within the Body of Christ, represented by Catholic, Orthodox, and Protestant parishes. 

The following statistics had been provided by the Palestinian national information center concerning the growth of population.

1922 482 
1931 632 
1945 870 
1961 1474 
1967 1500 
1987 2400 
1996 3586 

Zababdeh contains about 82 old building all of them had been established in 1850-1950. These buildings as all palestinian villages are known to be simple , almost a big hall surrounded by services halls , and 88% of these buildings are one floor only. They are very close to each other , there is also some evacuated buildings about 16% Of this buildings.

Tourestical
In the area there are ruins dating from possible the fifth century, but the modern town has inhabited since the mid 1800's , what makes Zababdeh a unique historical area is the Latin Church which is built on the site believed to have been visited by Mary and Elizabeth their way from Nazareth to Bethlehem . 
On the other hand , Zababeh lies on ruins of the Roman way an active travel route during the time of Jesus. Christians lived here since at least the third century. 

There is also a stone from the Grotto where St. George's Orthodox Church is located; the stone is undated, but contains an inscription which maybe ancient Latin or Greek 

The Boberian - French Name for animal barn , currently lies on , "Abed el7ameed Ersheed House" , this anciant buildings belongs to The crusaders , currently it is used as a barn , and there had been several recomendation by public and private instituations and sectors to clean the location and keep it clean as it is one of the most important and historical aspects in Zababdeh . 

Name 
The name of Zababdeh came from the name of a nice smelling bird called Zabbad which lived in that region in large numbers. unfortunately it had been said by some refrences that the name came from the arabic plural of butter (Zubdah in Arabic) which was produced by sheep living in that region , however it turned to be for another nearby village called Zubda . 

Health
Health
In Zababdeh there is the Arabic Evangelical Hospital which is equipped with the most developed equipment; in addition to that there is some external clinics of different specializations and equipment .Pharmacies about three available in the mean time.


Water 
It is received from Arrabeh and Qabatyeh wells . There is also one well found near the frontiers of Zababdeh , however till now it is not being used most of the people in Zababdeh depends on the local build in wells , water is gathered in the rainy days in these wells. 


Electricityy 
The eletrical generator in Zababdeh is th story from time to time , it is supposed to be working 24 hours a day but residents suffers from daily problems though it had had been maintained several times. 


Telephones 
Available in Zababdeh since September 1998. if you search for any number please check the telephone diary. 


Transports 
transportation had been enormously increased due to the traffic increment by students of the Arab American Univeristy. Taxies and Buses been working on the line of the univeristy at the time , the line of Jenin-Zababdeh had been weekend due to the escalation of the political situation. 

Income
T he average Zababdeh family has six members. Average family income is less than 800 NIS per month ($170 U.S. ) Zababdeh is easily classified as a poor village. 

Residents are educated and literate, many of them had finished their school but still the majority of Zababdeh citizens are unskilled

employment opportunities for non-educated people can be summarized as the following :

The agricultural sector, primarily at planting and harvest times. 
raising animals and building farms, brans could be found everywhere. 
labors at sewing factories . 
runinig stores either in town or along the main road. 
craftsmen by all means 
some work on method of transporation and delivery even outside zababdeh , others may work for the public sector. 


On the other hand educated people are known to be found representing many fields such as Doctors , engineers, nurses , instructers .... 

Something to mention here , The Arab American University had created many oportunities in the educational fileds besides most of the students of the univeristy are now zababdeh habitants , seeking shelter , food and other life essentials which revived the level of trading in such a village. 


Families
There had been three main families in Zababdeh the majority of people there belong to one of those big families (Issaid , Daibes , and Khalil Ibraheem ) .

The original of these people is a cultivation of migration from diffrent locations: 

Taybeh from Ramallah 
Rafidia ,Bourqa,Nos-Jbeel and Ignessenia from Nables areas 
egypt 
east of jordan 
Lebanon 
The most popular families living in Zababdeh: 

Issaid 
Daibes 
Khalil Ibraheem 
Sahlieh 
Kasbary 
alKhoury 
Diab 
Khader 
Dawood 
Sharqawi 
Msalam 
Ghannam 
Alfar 
Awad 
Turkman 


Education
There are four schools in Zababdeh: 

The Latin Patriarchate School : one of the enormous schools in the region , many of the students are from the neigbouting villages.

The Government School for females 


The Government School for males 


The American University School: Which is a new and classy school, but none of Zababdeh students study in it? 

Colleges 
The College of Naim Khader for Agriculture 

Universities 
The Arabic American University of Jenin (AAUJ) which is not far away from the village. 

